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Goal = Swimmable & Fishable 
Anacostia River by 2025

Tactics = - Educate 
- Demonstrate
- Engage
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The Anacostia 
River watershed is 
home to 1 million 

people
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The Anacostia is an Urban river

• About 75% of the watershed is developed
• About 40% of the impervious cover is roads
• Most development predates modern 

stormwater controls
• Aging combined sewer system in parts of DC



Main pollutants

• Bacteria
• Nutrients (N&P)
• Sediments
• Toxics
• Trash



Urban Impacts to the Anacostia River
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Impervious Surfaces
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High volume and velocity of stormwater after a small rain



Water Quality

• Oils and grease
• PCBs
• PAHs
• Pesticides
• Heavy metals



Legacy Toxic Sites



Sixty percent of the brown bullhead catfish in the Anacostia River 
have tumors or lesions as a result of contact with polycyclic  
aromatic hydrocarbons, which are the by-products of fossil fuel 
combustion from vehicles and coal-fire generators

By James Forester Courtesy: USFWS



What We Find in our Trash Trap



Combined Sewer Overflow pipes



Broken sewer line leaking into stream
Sligo Creek at New Hampshire Avenue 
Montgomery County, MD October 10, 2003 



Solutions!!



Reconnecting people to place





Recreation

Connecting people with the River



Anacostia 
Bike Trail



Anacostia 
Water Trail 





Education



Funding and Leadership in 
place

Stormwater Infrastructure

Slow it Down and Soak it In

Low Impact Development

Public Policy and Advocacy



Nash Run Trash Trap





Regenerative Stormwater Conveyance



Senate Square
Washington DC

This job consisted of 10,000 of in downtown DC.  Deliveries were managed to just-in-time standards.  Almost 
no staging area was available on ground.  Coordinated shared lifts with other trades.  Plantings ranged from 
extensive to semi-intensive.  40% of roof area was covered in pavers set to precise elevations.



Pavers allow rainwater 
to infiltrate through the 
cracks






